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Pianists abound in the Island of Cuba. Excellent pianists indeed, but only a selected group 
meets the high standards of virtuosity. Hilario Durán belongs to that group    
by Danilo Navas- Latin Jazz Network  

While it's sometimes difficult to find the jazz amidst a Latin Big Band, 
Cuban/Canadian Hilario Duran declares with the very name of this new group that he 
is consciously combining Latin and jazz styles.  

Cuban Canadian pianist Hilario Duran brings his infinite range of style 
performing with the WDR Cologne Big Band orchestra 

Thursday, Feb.  @ 8:00 PM ESSEN, ZECHE ZOLLVEREIN, SALZLAGER 

http://www.wdr.de/radio/orchester/bigband/konzerte/details.html?kid=385235&veranstaltung_monat=

2012-02   

FRIDAY, FEB. 10 @ 8:00 PM - KOLNER PHILARMONIE 
http://www.wdr.de/radio/orchester/bigband/konzerte/details.html?kid=385242&veranstaltung_monat=

2012-02  

Hilario Duran, Roberto Occhipinti and Horacio “El Negro” Hernandez @ 

Bimhuis and Lantaren Venster on Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 of February, 

2012 

February 11, 8:30 PM -BIMHUIS, Amsterdam-                                           

http://bimhuis.nl/gigs/hilario-duran-trio  

February 12, 3:00 PM -LANTAREN VENSTER, Rotterdam-                                   

http://www.lantarenvenster.nl/36-2639-

Hilario_Duran_Trio_feat_Horacio_El_Negro_Hernandez_Roberto_Occhipinti-   

 

“One of the greatest Cuban pianists. No doubt about it. Either solo, on a duo, trio, 

quartet… or a big band (you get the idea), Hilario’s compositions and arrangements 

are outstanding.”  Feb. 2, 2011 -Latin Jazz Network-    
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“Durán is a genuine virtuoso, attacking the keyboard with an arsenal of devices that includes runs executed in 

octaves, block chords at fast tempos, and that method so characteristic of Cuban pianists, sudden dance figures 
executed in two hand unison. While these can sometimes feel like habits, the energy that they create is a virtue 

in itself. Durán's creativity is heightened when he finds ways to challenge that vast technique." 
Stuart Broomer, The Globe and Mail 

 
Hilario Duran Trio, each well-known for their decades of music making, has joined musical forces in a trio 
formation for an enjoyable Afro-Cuban and Latin Jazz rhythms. The outstanding musical interplay of Hilario’s 
stellar Trio feature Roberto Occhipinti on bass and Horacio “El Negro” Hernandez on drums makes a journey 
through various music styles from Afro-Cuban chants, to Danzon, Bolero, Cha-cha-cha in a Latin jazz show with 
Afro-Cuban music and elements of Modern Jazz. 
 
 

Hilario Durán Trio – Motion -Alma Records- JUNO Nomination Latin Jazz Network  
Best Recordings of 2010 

 
    

Hilario Duran continues to essay his skills as a   pianist and 
composer of remarkable virtuosity on Motion. The 
compositions open a vista of stylistic opportunities, into 
which he delves with relish and focus, as he drives his 
creative forces to a new high. "Ù *ÅÒÒÙ $ȭ3ÏÕÚÁ ɀ All About 
Jazz 
http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=37177  
  
  

                                                                                                                                                                   

 

NEW DANZON - Alma Records- JUNO WINNER  

"The Hilario Durán Trio, comprised of Cuban-born Durán; 

renowned Canadian bassist, Roberto Occhipinti and Grammy 

award winner, Cuban-ōƻǊƴ ǇŜǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴƛǎǘ IƻǊŀŎƛƻ Ψ9ƭ bŜƎǊƻΩ 

Hernandez, have taken the wonderful classic Cuban music called 

Danzon to new heights. The result is New Danzon, a fresh and 

vibrant Latin jazz offering, which melds the traditional with 

sophisticated be-bop and technical musical mastery." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbx9YfhE65o&feature=player_embedded#! 

http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=37177
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbx9YfhE65o&feature=player_embedded


 

Hilario Durán –Pianist-Arranger-Composer-
Bandleader-Educator-  

One of the premier exponents of Latin Jazz, the 
Cuban born Hilario Duran was born in Havana into 
a musical family surrounded by a variety of 
diverse musical influences on a daily basis.  

IƛƭŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
deep understanding of traditional Cuban music, as 
well as a love for jazz, allowed him to play a key 
role in the integration of Afro-Cuban music and 

jazz. Hilario not only represents an important musician in contemporary Cuban music; 
he stands as a turning point in Cuban music history. Durán has since established himself 
as an   important player on the Canadian music scene.  
Hilario is a virtuoso player, arranger, composer, and bandleader in his own right, and he 
has the Grammy nominations and Juno Awards to prove it.  

                                 

                                 Horacio “El Negro” Hernández – Drummer- Percussion 

Grammy Award winner   and one of the most talented 
drummers in the world todayΣ IƻǊŀŎƛƻ ά9ƭ bŜƎǊƻέ 
Hernández has earned a strong reputation as one of the 
most powerful and versatile players in the current 
musical scene. Hernández plays on the cutting edge of 
today's music with technical prowess and versatility, his 
drumming also reflects a proud musical heritage rooted 
in folklore tradition.  

           

Roberto Occhipinti- Bassist-Composer-Arranger 
Producer-                                                                                            

The Toronto-born bassist has performed in classical 
orchestras, jazz ensembles, Latin groups, rhythm & 
blues outfits and rock bands; he is one of CanadŀΩǎ 
premier bassists, comfortable in a wide variety of 
musical contexts. Roberto brings a rare excitement, a 
wealth of experience and a high degree of 
professionalism to every project he works with.  
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